
 
1) This is a poem that two patrons from the assisted living facility created when we played a game 
called Boetry Pingo (or poetry bingo).   
 

This Afternoon 

I spent a dollar donation 

in the tense rain 

on the dazzle 

rock coffin. 
My morals are on a cloud, 
my wine cork is in my coat pocket. 
I have a spark in my soul 
that I feel in my rib. 
And today, 
I have the grace 

of a hearty, dallying worm. 
 
I love this.  So zany and delightful! 
 
How to Play: Select 5 words in a row on the bingo board and create a poem by creatively stitching 
them together.   
 
2) Haiku Book Review 
Patrons write a haiku reviewing a book from the library collection that they have read. 
 

 

Tortilla Flat by John Steinbeck 

Wayward males, flat mates 

Jugs of wine to young, jailed lips. 

“Work”- a foreign thought. 

 

 

The Artist’s Way by Julia Cameron 

Show up to write there 

On the morning pages, pen 

pressed to mine the flow. 

 



 

The Sea House: a novel by Elisabeth Gifford 

Mermaid baby found 

In sea house study, where Time, 

Love ebbs, flows like waves. 

 

 

The Thirteenth Tale by Diane Setterfield 

She won’t give answers 

‘Til she caves: “Once upon a 

time there lived two girls…” 

 

 
 
3) Poetry in the Stacks 
Patrons write poems around the library that pertain to different sections of books in the library 
collection. 
 

 

 

Patrons write poems at the 5 Poetry Stations. 

  (We have maps up front if you need guidance!)   

Participating patrons can write poems for any or all of the following categories. 

 

 

The Biography Poem 

 

Look for it:  

B Section, near the study rooms 

 

 

 

The Art as my Muse Poem  

 

Arts can include visual art, food, music, etc. 

 

Look for it:  

Non-fiction 300’s, 700’s 

 



 

 

Imitation is the Greatest Form of 

Flattery Poem 

 

Look for it:  

Poetry 800’s 
 

 

 

 

News and Current Events Poem 

 

Look for it:  

Magazines and Journals 

 

 

Who are You, Dear Patron? Poem 

 

Look for it: 

At the tables near the audio books and 

the puzzle 

 
 

*Shy Poet?  Need a head-start?*  

No worries, we have example poems or poem templates at each station. 

#1: The Dear Patron, Who are You? Poem 

 

Learn more about your patrons using this poetry template, copying George Ella Lyons, who wrote “Where 

I’m From”. 

 

The “WHERE I'M FROM” Template 

I am from _______ (specific ordinary item), from _______ (product name) and _______. 

I am from the _______ (home description... adjective, adjective, sensory detail). 

I am from the _______ (plant, flower, natural item), the _______ (plant, flower, natural detail) 

I am from _______ (family tradition) and _______ (family trait), from _______ (name of family member) and 
_______ (another family name) and _______ (family name). 

I am from the _______ (description of family tendency) and _______ (another one). 

From _______ (something you were told as a child) and _______ (another). 



I am from (representation of religion, or lack of it). Further description. 

I'm from _______ (place of birth and family ancestry), _______ (two food items representing your family). 

From the _______ (specific family story about a specific person and detail), the _______ (another detail, and 
the _______ (another detail about another family member). 

I am from _______ (location of family pictures, mementos, archives and several more lines indicating their 
worth). 

Links and Credits: 
http://www.georgeellalyon.com/where.html 

 

 

  

http://www.georgeellalyon.com/where.html


Where I'm From 

by George Ella Lyons 

I am from clothespins,  

from Clorox and carbon-tetrachloride.  

I am from the dirt under the back porch. 

(Black, glistening,  

it tasted like beets.)  

I am from the forsythia bush 

the Dutch elm 

whose long-gone limbs I remember 

as if they were my own.  

I'm from fudge and eyeglasses,  

          from Imogene and Alafair.  

I'm from the know-it-alls 

          and the pass-it-ons,  

from Perk up! and Pipe down!  

I'm from He restoreth my soul 

          with a cottonball lamb 

          and ten verses I can say myself.  

I'm from Artemus and Billie's Branch,  

fried corn and strong coffee.  

From the finger my grandfather lost  

          to the auger,  

the eye my father shut to keep his sight.  

Under my bed was a dress box 

spilling old pictures,  

a sift of lost faces 

to drift beneath my dreams.  

I am from those moments-- 

snapped before I budded -- 

leaf-fall from the family tree.  

 

  



#2: The Biography Poem 
 

You can this one up in your biography section.  Patrons write about a famous person using this format.   

 

Bio-Poem Template  

Line 1: (Your first name)  

Line 2: Four traits (adjectives) that describe you or your personality 

Line 3: Son/Daughter of...or Brother/Sister of...  

Line 4: Who loves... (List 3 things, activities, people or places)  

Line 5: Who feels... (List 3 different feelings and tell where or when you feel them)  

Line 6: Who fears... (List 3 things, activities, people or places)  

Line 7: Who needs... (List 3 things you need to do or have)  

Line 8: Who gives... (List 3 things you give to others)  

Line 9: Who would someday like... (List 1 personal goal, wish, dream)  

Line 10: From... (Neighborhood, town, city, state)  

Line 11: (Your last name) 

Links and Credits: 

Read, Write Think 

 

 Biopoem Sample 
From Read, Write, Think  
 

  Rosa  
Determined, brave, strong, loving  
Wife of Raymond Parks, mother of all children  
Who loved equality, freedom, and the benefits of a good education  
Who hated discrimination, loved to stand up for her beliefs, and loved to help others  
Who feared that racism would continue, feared losing the opportunity to make a difference, and 
feared that young people might lose opportunities to develop strength and courage  
Who changed history as she accomplished great strides for equality and encouraged excellence for all  
Who wanted to see love triumph and see an end to all bias and discrimination in a world in which 
respect is freely given to all  
Born in Alabama and living in Detroit  

  Parks 

 

  

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson398/biopoem.pdf


 

#3: The Art Poem 

  

Patrons can browse books in the art section, and 
then pick out a piece about which to write. 

Rembrandt's Late Self-Portraits, Elizabeth 

Jennings (1975) 

You are confronted with yourself. Each year 

The pouches fill, the skin is uglier. 

You give it all unflinchingly. You stare 

Into yourself, beyond. Your brush's care 

Runs with self-knowledge. Here 

 

Is a humility at one with craft. 

There is no arrogance. Pride is apart 

From this self-scrutiny. You make light drift 

The way you want. Your face is bruised and hurt 

But there is still love left. 

 

Love of the art and others. To the last 

Experiment went on. You stared beyond 

Your age, the times. You also plucked the past 

And tempered it. Self-portraits understand, 

And old age can divest, 

 

With truthful changes, us of fear of death. 

Look, a new anguish. There, the bloated nose, 

The sadness and the joy. To paint's to breathe, 

And all the darknesses are dared. You chose 

What each must reckon with. 

 

Links and Credits: 
Find more poems written by famous poets about famous art here! 
 http://www.theartsdesk.com/visual-arts/listed-poems-inspired-paintings 

  

http://www.theartsdesk.com/visual-arts/listed-poems-inspired-paintings


# 4: The Free to Imitate a Poet Poem  

 
Patrons imitate other works of poetry, like this poem that was written by e.e. cummings. 

in Just-  

spring        when the world is mud-  

luscious the little  

lame balloonman 

whistles        far       and wee 

and eddieandbill come  

running from marbles and  

piracies and it's  

spring 

when the world is puddle-wonderful 

the queer  

old balloonman whistles  

far       and       wee  

and bettyandisbel come dancing 

from hop-scotch and jump-rope and  

it's  

spring  

and  

      the 

           goat-footed                                             

balloonMan      whistles  

far  

and  

wee                                                                  

 
Links and Credits: 
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/poets/a_f/cummings/Landles10.html 
  

http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/poets/a_f/cummings/Landles10.html


 

    #5: The Current Event Poem 
   

You can set this one up in the magazine and newspapers section. Patrons write about current events.  

Here is an example poem taken from the link below. 

 

O-L-Y-M-P-I-C G-A-M-E-S 

Only for those of a special breed, 

Living a dream, a chance to succeed, 

Yesterday's hopes and desires coming true, 

Making your mark with records anew 

Proving hard work and the daily grind, 

Instructing the body, conditioning the mind 

Can capture a medal for the whole world to see, with  

Glamour and Pride for your country, 

As you stand aloft and you flag is flown high, there's 

Memories forever, and a tear in your eye, 

Enjoying the moment, the admiring looks, 

Securing you name in the history books. 

 

Links and Credits: 

http://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/olympic--games#ixzz3Tta1bflU  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/olympic--games#ixzz3Tta1bflU


 April is National Poetry Month! 
a Resource Guide 

“Dear Poet, Project” 

is a project sponsored by 

poets.org for National Poetry 

Month.  Listen and watch the 8 

different poets read their poems 

on YouTube.  Then, have students 

write the poets a letter in 

response.  You can email or snail-

mail your responses.   

Real-life writing.  Cool.   

Dear Poet Lesson Plans 

Full lesson plans, aligned with 

Common Core.   

Already planned.  Done. 

#pocketpoem 

Tweet about it.  Poems and lesson  

plans for Poem in Your Pocket Day. 

Common Core Exemplar Texts 

Check out the different poems that 

have already been pulled for you 

here!  Easy-peasy. 

NaPoWriMo, Yo.   
National Poetry Writing Month.  30 poems in 30 days.  Morning work?  Done. 

Magnetic Poetry Online 

Play.  Inspire.  Write. 

(Double-check Poetry Kit for kid-

appropriateness!) 

Poetry Idea Engine by Scholastic 

This activity is “interactive whiteboard ready”.  Teach 

4 different styles of poetry with funny examples.   

Reading Rockets– National Poetry Month Resources 

Links upon links of great poetry!  Check it out. 

Things  

you could do with a poem. 

Read it. Write it. Text it. Tweet it.  

Blog it. Give it. Bookmark it. 

Color it. Draw it. Interpretive 

dance it.  Sing it. Act it. Recite it.  

Sniff it. Sniff it?  Maybe... 

Ideas compiled and not created by 

Brittany Wilson, Outreach Coordinator. 

 

Spinepoems.  Stack ‘em up. 

http://www.poets.org/national-poetry-month/dear-poet
http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/lesson/dear-poet-2015
http://www.poets.org/sites/default/files/PoemInYrPocketDay_2015_FINAL.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf
http://www.napowrimo.net/about/
http://play.magneticpoetry.com/poem/Nature/kit/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/poetry_engine.htm
http://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/poetry
http://spinepoetry.com/

